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Dear Art Enrichment Volunteer:

Thank you for being an Art Enrichment Volunteer!  You have volunteered to hold an Art Appreciation event monthly to your child’s class. It’s your chance to pass on your love of art to the kids. You will also get to know everyone in the class.

The following pages will tell you where the materials are, how to check them out and some tips on giving  a presentation.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding the Art Enrichment program.  Susan can be reached at 795-8187 (H), 775-3669 (M) or susan-thompson-md@austin.rr.com.  
Have a wonderful time!

Susan Thompson and Lara Lampert

2208-2009 Art Enrichment Co-Chairs 

Procedure for Art Enrichment Presentations

1. Schedule with the teacher. The first event occurs in October, and then once a month. Call or send an email to the teacher to establish a regular time during which you can make a monthly presentation .  If there is more than one volunteer for your class,  set up a schedule for rotation of the volunteers.

2. Get the materials. Go to the PTA room (on the left as you enter the K-1 wing) to check out a poster. You will find the Art Enrichment notebook on the metal bookshelves, along with a milk crate of art enrichment folders. To the left of the bookcase are 6 large colored portfolio envelopes standing upright labeled K-5.
3. Choose a work that you enjoy looking at and could talk about.
There are several types of posters available for use in presentations :


Take 5 company posters. These posters, contain all the information you’ll    need on the back of the poster. 

Laminated, matted posters. These have folders that contain information about the art and artist, and some have suggestions for art activities. 



Random posters with no associated information. 



Library posters. Check them out from the library. 

4. Fill out the log sheet in the Art Enrichment notebook to indicate what poster you check out and the checkout date.  Check out any other supplies (folders, books) on the Materials Checkout clipboard on top of the folder crates.

5. Prepare for presentation. Take a few minutes to decide a few topics to discuss, and perhaps think up or choose an art activity.  You’re done!

Feel free to check out the Childcraft Encyclopedia series (catalog numbers 700-760) and the booklets on artists in the library’s large, flat drawers. 

6. Make the presentation short and sweet!  Spend between 10 and 30 minutes making the presentation to the class, followed by a short art activity if you want. 

7. Return the print and folder to the PTA room. Return the poster to the colored portfolio, and supplies to their proper places. Add comments to the folder if something was a  hit. Put return date on the log/clipboard.

Suggestions for Effective Presentations

The purpose of these presentations is to engage the children, not lecture to them. Ask questions and invite children to express their reactions or interpretations of the picture. 

General Suggestions 

· Be on time. 

· Do NOT bring younger siblings to the classroom. 

· Make it fun for you and the kids. 

Sample Questions

The following questions are just examples to get your creative juices flowing.
· Do you see any patterns or repetitions of shapes in the art?

· What materials were used? Technique?

· Which colors has the artist used most? Follow a color around the picture. 

· Where do you find different textures? 

· How old do you think this artwork is? What country do you think this picture depicts? Which season? which time of day?

· How do you feel when you look at the picture? What makes you feel this way?

· Choose one part of the picture and tell me why you liked it.

· Do you think the artist used his or her imagination, or copied faithfully from nature? Why?

· What is the artist trying to show us or tell us?

Consider the following activities:

· Play compare-and-contrast with two art works. 

· Play remember .... Show the poster briefly, then, without warning the class,   cover the poster and ask the class what they remember about it. Then show them the poster again; this will sharpen their observations. 

· Play I Spy -- this is effective with the younger classes

Art Activities

Kids really like hands-on activities. 

Ideas for activities are on the Take 5 posters and in the folders. Or make up your own, and add it to the folder for the next person! Use the activity to focus attention on some aspect of the art. Keep the activity simple and brief. 

Reimbursement for Supplies

When planning an activity, first check with the teacher to confirm that supplies are  available in the classroom. If supplies are not available from the teacher, you can purchase supplies and submit a reimbursement directly to the PTA. Please do not exceed $20.00. 

Reimbursement request forms are available in the back of the Art Enrichment notebook


